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On 19 June 2007, at the 17th annual meeting of the
European Society of Hypertension, the Working Group on
Blood Pressure Monitoring held a workshop on new
developments in the field of blood pressure measure-
ment. The proceedings published in this issue of Blood
Pressure Monitoring deal with a wide range of subjects. One
paper compares wrist with brachial measurement of blood
pressure in obese patients [1]. Four papers report on risk
stratification based on ambulatory recordings of blood
pressure or heart rate [2-5]. Chinese investigators
identified isolated nocturnal hypertension as a diagnostic
entity and observed an association between nocturnal
hypertension and arterial stiffness [6]. Finally, attention is
drawn to the diurnal blood pressure variation in patients
with congestive heart failure [7].

The papers published in this issue show that the Working
Group is thriving and moving boundaries in the field of
blood pressure measurement and risk stratification. The
papers published in the 2007 proceedings also highlight
the importance of international collaboration in this field
of research. Progress is being made not only by virtue of
the continuous scientific output of the founding mem-
bers of the Working Group, but also thanks to the
contributions of a new generation of clinical scientists
interested in blood pressure measurement and risk
stratification based on automated blood pressure mea-
surement.
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Indeed, it is fair to say that the 100 or so papers published
since the foundation of the Working Group have provided
evidence on blood pressure measurement that has influ-
enced the publication of guidelines related to hyper-
tension and its management.

The Working Group also owes deep debt of gratitude to the
editor and publisher of Blood Pressure Monitoring, who year
after year have accepted to print the proceedings of the
Working Group. By doing so Blood Pressure Monitoring has
become de facto the official journal of the European Society of
Hypertension Working Group on Blood Pressure Monitoring,
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