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From Uologila to Dublin : the 
story of aortic regurgitation 

The c i t i e s  o f  Doloyna and D u b l i n  a r e  b o t h  
c e l e b r a t i  ng ann ive t -sar  i e s  I n  1908; I n  Bologna t h e  
occasion i s  t h e  n i n t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  o l d e s t  
u n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  wes te rn  wo r l d ;  D u b l i n  i s  honou r i ng  
the m i l l enn ium year  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  f o u n d a t i o n .  The two 
c i t i e s  a r e  J o i n e d  i n  med ica l  h i s t o r y  t h rough  t h e  
s t o r y  o f  a o r t i c  r e g u r g i t a t i o n .  I n  1761, G iovann i  
Morgagni gave a c l a s s i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  
pa t t i o l og i ca l  rnani F e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n ,  and i n  
1032 Dominic C o r r i g a n  pub1 i s h e d  h i s  t v e a t i s e  o n  t h e  
disease w l i i c t ~  now bears  t i i s  name. The s t o r y  O F  a o r t i c  
r e g u r g i t a t i o n  toget l ie t -  w i t h  an  account  O F  some O F  
Co r r i  yan' s  achievements o u t s i d e  o f  medic1 ne a r e  
presented. 

The s t o r y  O F  a o r t i c  r e g u r g i t a t i o n  se rves  as a  t i m e l y  
l i n k  between two c i t i e s  and two s c i e n t i s t s .  Bologna 
i s  pay ing  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  alms Mater  S tud io rum i n  t h e  
year o f  i t s  n i n t h  center iary  by h o s t i n g  t l te  X X X I  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Congress o n  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  Medic1 ne. 
This year ,  Dub1 i n  i s  c e l e b r a t l n g  i t s  m i l l enn ium.  

Bologna was t h e  home o f  G iovann i  D a t i s t a  Morgagni , 
who desc r i bed  t h e  p a t h o l o g i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  0.f 
a o r t i c  t -egurg i  t a t i o n  i n  1761. Domin ic  Co r r i gan ,  a  
r la t i ve  o f  D u b l i n ,  p u b l i s h e d  a  t r e a t i s e  o n  t h e  
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p a t h o l o g i c a l  and c l  i n i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  I n  1832. 

Mot-gagni and Co r r  i g a n  each developed i n t e r e s t s  
o u t s i d e  o f  sc ie r i ce  arid each made s i g n i f i c a n t  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  s o c i e t y  o t h e r  t h a n  t h rough  t h e i r  
o r  i g i  r ia l  avoca t i on .  Morgagni ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  
p h i l o l o g y ,  a rchaeo logy ,  l i t e r a t u r e  and h i s t o r y  a r e  
we11 known b u t  Domin ic  C o r t l g a n ' s  h u m a n i t a r i a n  
achievements, wt i ich have l a r g e l y  passed unno t i ced ,  
a r e  wo r thy  o f  reassessment.  

I I DOMINIC COItItICAN 

132 

Oomi n i c  C o r r i g a n  was b o r n  t o  Ca tho l  i c  p a r e n t s  o f  
modest means I n  Thomas S t r e e t  i,n t h e  L i b e r t i e s  o f  
D u b l i n  I n  1802. l l e  was educa ted  a t  S t .  P a t r i c k ' s  
C o l l e g e  i n  Maynooth, and s t u d i e d  med i c i ne  I n  Dub l i n .  
I-le graduated,  w i  t h  h i s  Famous contemporary W i  11 iam 
Stokes,  a t  Ed lnbu rgh  I n  1825. B o t h  r e t u r n e d  t o  
D u b l i n .  S tokes  succeeded h i s  f a t h e r  as p h y s i c i a n  t o  
t h e  Meath F l o s p i t a l  where he Jo ined  Rober t  Graves . 
Cot - r igan  e e t  up p r a c t i c e  among t h e  poor  i n  t h e  
q u a y s i d e .  a rea  o f  t h e  c i t y  ( 1 ) .  Fle p u b l i s h e d  a  number 
o f  papers  i n  t h e  Lancet o n  Fever w t i i ch  earned  h im a  
c e r t a i n  renown. I n  1830, t h e  year  a f t e r  Ca tho l  i c  
Emanc ipa t ion ,  he was a p p o i n t e d  p h y s i c i a n  t o  t h e  

Ct ia r i  t a h l e  I r i f  i r tna ry  i n  J e r v i s  S t r e e t ,  where he made 
t i 1  s s t u d y  o f  a o r t i c  r e g u r g l  t a t i o n  wt i ich was pub1 i s h e d  
i n  1892. 
The C h a r i  t a b l e  I n f i r m a r y ,  t h e  f i r s t  v o l u n t a r y  

h o s p i t a l  t o  be founded i n  t h e  U n i t e d  Kingdom o f  Grea t  
B r i t a i r i a n d  I r e l a n d  ( i n  1718),  was dominen t l y  a  
s u r g i c a l  h o s p i t a l  and t h e  surgeons r e f u s e d  t o  accede 
t o  Cor t - iyar i 's  r e q u e s t  fot-  more beds. I n  1840 he 
a p p l i e d  s u c c e s s i v e l y  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  P h y s i c i a n  t o  
t t i e  I louse 0 . F  I n d u s t r y  I- lospi t a l s  where he was g i v e n  
charge  o f  t t i e  Hardwicke Fever  Hosp i t a l .  Du r i ng  t h e  
Grea t  Famine o f  1845-50, i n  which  a lmos t  one m i l l i o n  
O F  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  pe r i shed ,  C o r r i g a n  was a p p o i n t e d  by 
t t i e  Government t o  t h e  Centt-a1 Board o f  I l ea l  t h  t o  
o r y a n i s e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t i e s  
t h rouyhou t  t h e  coun t r y .  

Cor r  i gan '  s  achievements o n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Board o f  
I-leal t h  and o n  Government Commissions o n  L u n a t i c  
Rsylums and N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  earned  h im t h e  
g r a t i t u d e  o f  Queen V i c t o r i a  t o  whom he was a p p o i n t e d  
Phys i c i an - l r i -O rd ina ry  i n  1847; i n  1866 he was c r e a t e d  
a Barone t  o f  t h e  Empire. He was e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  Royal  C o l l e g e  o f  P h y s i c i a n s  o f  I r e l a n d  i n  1857, a 
p o o i t i o n  wt i i ch  he occup ied  f o r  an  unprecedented f i v e  
consecu t i ve  yea rs  d u r i n g  wh l ch  t i m e  he d i r e c t e d  t h e  
e r e c t i o n  o f  t t i e  f i n e  C o l l e g e  I i a l l  i n  K i l d a r e  S t r e e t .  

Coming f rom a  d e p r i v e d  background, C o r r i g a n  had a  
v e r y  a c u t e  awareness o f  t h e  impor tance of e d u c a t i o n  
wh i ch  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  C a t h o l i c s  i n  I r e l a n d  were 
denied. He gave generous ly  o f  h i s  t i m e  t o  t h e  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  programme o f  gene ra l  
educa t i on .  However, i t  was t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o#  
u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  he devo ted  most o f  h i s  
energy. He se rved  f o r  many yea rs  o n  t h e  Senate o f  t h e  
Queen'e U n i v e r s i  t y ,  becoming Vice-Chancel l o r  i n  1871. 



lle was elected to par1 iament 1870. Rt Westminster 
he gave his support to two main causes: the 
temperence movement, which made him few friends at 
home, and universi ty education. Cle advocated ttie 
Foundation of a non-sectarian rlational univet-si ty for 
It-eland be1 ieving that a universi ty should concern 
itsel6 only wit11 ttie knowledge of its students and 
Lliat their creed and t-ace were not of relevance. The 
Catholic clergy at home were incensed with his stance 
at Westminster arid such was the opposition to his 
liberal views that he decided not to seek re-election 
to par 1 i ament. 
Dominic CorrIgan died in his 79th year at his home 
in Merrion Square in 1890. 

The story of aortic regurgitation had its beginnings 
in the discov~ry 06 the circulation by William tlarvey 
in Lle Mot11 Cor-dis e t  S a n g u i n i s  in 1628 ( 2 )  in which 
tie emptias ised the Importance of: valvular competence 
in maintaining ttie integt-ity of the circulation. 
The f i r-st' reference to ttie consequences of valvular 
incompeterice was made by William Cowper In 1706 
(3).In 1715 Raymond Vieussens gave a classica.1 
clescr iption of the pulse (4). Vieussens also related 
tlie pat.tiologica1 condi tlon of ttie valves to deranged 
Function. 
In 1761, Giovanni Batista Morgagni published a clear 

acco\~nt 06 the patl~oloqi cal man1 festations o f  aortic 
t-egut-yi tation in Ue Sed ibus  a t  C a u s i s  Morhorum p e r  
Anatonren l n d a g a t i s  (5). 

Tlte sever-a1 v a l v e s  o f  t h e  ttea1.t 
a t - e  s o  a r r a n g e d  t h a t  tlte b l o o d  
o ~ l c e  r e c e i v e d  i n t o  t h e  v e n t r i c l e s  
s h a l l  never  regut -g i  t a  t e  and once  
for -ced i n t o  t h e  pu lmonary  a r t e r - y  
and  a o r t a  s h a l l  no t  f l o w  back 
upon t h e  v e n t r i c l e s .  

In 1815, Joseph I-lodgson described aortic 
I-egut-gi tation in association with dilatation OF the 
aorta ( 6 ) .  The first comprehensive account of aortic 
regurgi tation was wt-itten in 1822 by Thomas Cuming 
( 7 )  ,Physician to the Dub1 in General Dispensat-y and 
the Wellsley Fever Hospital and Lecturer at the 
Richmond School OF Medicine. His paper, entitled "6 
Case OF Diseased Heart w i th Observations" was 
published In the D u h l i i i  H o s p i t a l  R e p o r t s  of 1822. It 
remained unnoticed until Evan Bedfot-d brought it to 
attention in 1967 (B).Cuming's patient was concious 
of "violent pulsation of the heart and larger 
arteries" which "were so strong as to be visible from 
a considet-able distance." The pulse was "regular, 
full, tiard, and vt bt-ating." At autopsy Cuming found 
the heart to be greatly enlarged, the coronary 
arteries patent and the aortic valve stit-ivel led with 
i rt-egular, thickened, carti laginous margins, which 
"when stretched to the uttermost.. . did not reach 
within the tenth of an inch of ttie openings OF the 
coronary artery." Cuming differentiated between 
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I XXXl Congresso 
k~lerrraziorralo o t - t i c  r e g u r g i t a t i o n ,  i n  which the  pu l se  was " f u l l ,  

ard,  and v i b r a t i n g , "  and a o r t i c  s t e n o s l s  w i t h  i t s  
smal l ,  feeble,  and thready pu lse , "  and i n  t h i s  
b s e r v a t i o n  tie p redates  Cart-igan t o  whom c r e d i t  f o r  
I l l s  d i s t l n c t l o n  i s  u s u a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d .  T h i s  
emarkable d e s c r i p t i o n  of a o r t i c  r e g u r g i t a t i o n  does 
ot. match Corr i gan ' s  comprelierisive t r e a t i s e ,  b u t  i t  
as a  s i g n i F i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  
The nex t  impor tan t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  on t h e  subJect was a  
aper by Thomas Hodgkin. H i s  paper, e n t i t l e d  
Re t rove rs ion  o f  the  Valves o f  t he  ao r ta " ,  appeared 
ri t he  London Med ica l  G a z e t t e  i n  1829 ( 9 )  j u s t  t h r e e  
ears  be fo re  Cor r i gan ' s  paper. I t  i s  no t  d i . F f i c u l t  t o  
ee why Cor r igar i  (and, indeed, most phys i c ians  o f  the  
ime) over looked kiodgkin's c o n t r i b u t i o n .  The London 

l e d i c a l  G a z e t t e  f i r s t  appeared i n  1827 and i t  was 
:ome years before i t  a t t r a c t e d  a  genera l  readership.  
I F  mot-e re levance,  however-, I s  t he  f a c t  t h a t  
lodgkin 'e method O F  p reser i t lng  h i s  F ind ings  i n  two 
e t t e r s  was u n l i k e l y  t o  a t t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n .  He d id ,  
p one the less, p resen t  some o f  t he  impor tan t  
bani Fes ta t i ons  o f  a o r t i c  r e g u r g i  t a t i o n  t h r e e  years 
)e.Fore Cor r igan,  and had he taken the  same ca re  as 
: o r r i g a n  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  f ind inge,  he might  hve 
~ c h i e v e d  dual eporlymity. as i t  was, h i s  paper 
anguist ied i n  o b s c u r i t y  u n t i l  i t  was brought  t o  
~ t t e r ~ t i o n  I n  1871 by Samuel Wi lke . ( l o ) ,  who tiad 
ler  Formed a  s i m i  l av  duty f o r  Hodgkin's paper on  t h e  
ymplioma whicl i  riow bears h i s  name. 

O n n p r i l  l s t ,  1832, O.J.Corrigan, M.D. one o f  t he  
~ h y s l c i a n s  t o  t h e  C l ia r i  t a b l e  I n f  i rmary,  J e r v i s  
; t r ee t ,  D u b l i r ~ ,  Lec tu re r  on the  Theory and P r a c t i c e  
JF Medic ine and Consu l t i ng  P h y s i c i a n  t o  St .  P a t r i c k ' s  
h l l e g e ,  Maynooth. w r i t i n g  f rom 13 Bache lor 's  Walk, 
~ u b l i s h e d  a  paper i n  t he  Edinburgh  Med ica l  and  
S u r g i c a l  J o u r n a l  e n t i  t i e d  "On Permanent Patency o f  
the Mouth o f  t he  ao r ta ,  o r  Inadequacy o f  t he  a o r t i c  
Jalves" (11 ) .  Though he was t o  w r i t e  many o the r  
Dapers and achieve eponymous r e c o g n i t i o n  elsewhere, 
h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  medic ine r e s t s  on t h i s  paper. 
The reader 's  a t t e n t i o n  i s  i n s t a n t l y  c la imed by t h e  

operiirig sentence: "The disease t o  wl i ich t l ie  abuve 
name i s  g i v e n  has not ,  so f a r  as I am aware, been 
descr ibed i n  any OF the  works on diseases o f  t he  
hea r t . "  Th is  audacious c l a i m  i s  n o t  as u n J u s t i f i e d  as 
might  f i r s t  appear t o  be t h e  case. Cor r igar i  l a t e r  
qua1 l f y i e d  what he regarded as a  ' d e s c r i p t i o n '  by 
s t a t i n g  t h a t  a o r t i c  r e g u r g i t a t i o n  "Forms a 
cons iderab le  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  cases o f  deranged a c t i o n  
O F  t he  hea r t ,  and i t  deserves a t t e n t i o n  f rom i t s  
pecul  i a r  s igns ,  I t s  progress,  and i t s  t reatment ."  
Co r r i gan ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  must be viewed, t h e r e f o r e ,  as 
a  comprehensive account o f  a  c o n d i t i o n ,  which though 
recogn ised p r e v i o u s l y  had n o t  been descr ibed f u l l y  i n  
any o f  t l ie  major  cat-dialogical works. 

C o r r i g a n  gave preqerence t o  t he  term Pet-manent 
Patericy over h i s  own t i t l e  Inadequacy o f  t l te  A o r t i c  
V a l v e s  " f o r  t h ~  sake o f  u n i f o r m i t y " ,  because D r .  



E l  i o t s o r i  had used  t h e  fo rmer  te rm f o r  a  s i m i l a r  
s t a t e  o f  t h e  n i i  t r a l  va l ve .  I n  a  l a t e r  paper  I n  wh ich  
C0t.r i g a n  descr  i bed c h r o n i c  f i b r o s i s  o f  t h e  l u n g  ( 1 2 ) ,  
he showed t h e  same c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f o v  t h e  med ica l  
nomenclature by u s i n g  t h e  t e rm  " c i r r h o s i s  o f  t h e  
l ung "  ( " t h i s  d i sease  i s  i n  t h e  l u n g  what c i r r h o s i s  i s  
i n  t h e  l i v e r " ) ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  "add an  a d i t i o n a l  f a c t  
Lliari a new name t o  our  sc ience . "  I le  cannot  have 
Forseen t l i a t  b o t h  papers were t o  add two eponyms t o  

I t l ~ e  med ica l  11 t e r a t u r e .  
I Cor r  l g a n  began h i s  account  o f  a o r t i c  r e g u r g i  t a t i o n  
j by desct - ib i r rg  t .11~ pa tho logy  O F  t h e  c o n d i t i o n .  He d i d  
/ r io t  c o ~ i s i d e r  t l i e  symptoms t o  be h e l p f u l  i n  d i agnos i s ,  
i w t i i ch  was t o  be made "by t t i e  c e r t a i r i i t y  o f  t h e  

p l i y s i c a l  and s t e t h o s c o p i c  s i g n s . "  l i e  proposed a  t r i a d  I o f  d i a g n o s t i c  s i g n s :  

I s t ,  V i s i b l e  p u l s a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r t e r i e s  
o f  t h e  head and s u p e r i o r  e x t r e m i t i e s .  
Znd, Qt-ui t de SouFflet i n  t h e  ascend ing  
dot - ta ,  I n  t h e  c a r o t i d s ,  and subc lav i ans .  
3rd, Brui t de SouFfl et and Frernissement, 
o r  a  p e c u l i a r  r u s h i n g  t h r i l l  .Fe l t  by t h e  
T i n y e r ,  i n  t h e  c a r o t i d s  and subc lav i ans .  

l l e  mado t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  p u l s e  o f  a o r t i c  
s t e n o s i s ,  wh ich  i s  " sma l l  and contract.ed",  whereas i n  
r e g u r g i t a t i o n  " i t  i s  i n v a r i a b l y  f u l l  and s w e l l i n g . "  
I le  emphasised t h e  visible pulsation o f  t h e  a r t e r i e s  
o f  t l i e  Iiead, neck and s u p e r i o r  e x t r e m i t i e s  wt i ich was 
more marked a f t e r  e x e r t i o n  and I n  t l i e  s t a n d i n g  
p o s i t i o n ,  o r  by e leva t . ion  o f  t h e  arm o r  l eg .  

Co r r  i q a n  a l s o  d i scussed  i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e t a i  1  t h e  
course,  p rognos i s ,  d l  f F e r e n t i a  1 d iagnos ie ,  and t h e  
t r e a t m e n t  o f  a o r t i c  r e g u r g i  t a t i o n  ( 13 ) .  

CLAIMS '1.0 EI'ONYMI'I'Y 

The p h y s i c i a n s  0.F t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  were 
Fami l i a r  w i t t i  many O F  t h e  p a t h o l o g i c a l  mani f e s t a t i o n s  
o f  v a l v u l a r  d isease  o f  t h e  h e a r t .  The s te thoscope  
s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  younger p h y s i c i a n s ,  such as C o r r i g a n  
and h i s  Ed inbu rgh  ,con temporar ies ,  James Hope and 
W i l l i a m  Stokes,  t o  observe  and e l u c i d a t e  o n  t h e  
c l i r i i c a l  s i g n s  o f  c a r d i a c  d isease.  Many b e f o r e  them 

I l iad, indeed, d e s c r i b e d  c e r t a i n  aspec t s  ol: a o r t i c  
t -egurg i  t a t i o n ,  h u t  none w i t h  t l i e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  Cumi ng, 
k lodgkin and C o r r i g a n  had a t t emp ted  t o  w r i t e  a  
comprehensive t r e a t i s e  o n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n .  So, whatever  
t h e  c l a i m s  t o  p r i o r i t y  may be, t h e  r i g h t  t o  eponymous 
I - e c o g n l t i o n  must r e s t  w i t h  t h i s  t r i o .  There was, 
however, ano the r  contender  f o r  eponymi t y  - James Hope 
o f  S t .  George's H o s p i t a l  i n  London. I n  t h e  t h i r d  
e d i t i o n  O F  t i i s  book o n  h e a r t  d i sease  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
1839 ( 1 4 ) .  he s t a t e d ;  "To t h e  murmurs o f  Laennec, I 
added, i n  t l i e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  book i r i  December 
1R31, t t i e  murmurs f rom r e g u r g i t a t i o n . "  T t i i s  c l a i m  i s  
q u i t e  J u s t 1  F led.  4 had indeed ment ioned  t h e  
c l i a s t o l i c  murmur o f  a o r t i c  r e g u r g i t a t i o n ,  I t s  
r a d i a t i o n ,  t t i e  r eason  f o r  i t s  poor  i n t e n s i t y ,  and he 
had r e f e r r e d  t o  t t i e  " fu l l .  s t r o n g  and r e g u l a r ,  b u t  
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:ompressibJe p u l s e  " o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n .  However, 
iowtrere i n  t h i s  e x c e l l e n t  p i o n e e r i n g  work o n  
: a r d i o l o g y  does he d e s c r i  be t t i e  d isease  as an  e n t i t y  
n  i t s e l f ,  and h i s  comments wh i ch  a r e  few a r e  

l i s p e r s e d  t t i roug l iou t  t h e  gene ra l  t e x t .  
) lope c l a i m e d  t h a t  he tiad d i s c o v e r e d  a o r t i c  
.~?gu,-g i  t a t i o r i  i n  June 1825 " i n  t h e  remarkab le  case o f  
: t i r i s t i a n  Flr~derson",  and fu r thermore ,  t h a t  he " a l s o  
g t t  t h e  r e g u r g i t a t i o n  a t  S t .  Bar tho lomew's 
l o s p i t a l  i n  1026, and a t  La C h a r i t e ,  P a r i s ,  i n  1827." 
.he l a t t e r  c l a i m  does no t ,  O F  course ,  w a r r e n t  
: o n s i d e r a t i o n  and t o  p u t  i t  .Forward was, t o  say t h e  
e a s t ,  r a t h e r  na i ve .  If we examine " t h e  remarkab le  
:ase o f  Clrr i s t  I a n  Flnderson" i t  becomes c l e a r  t h a t  
!ope was d e s c r i b i n g  m i t r a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a o r t i c  
, e g u r i t a t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  he s t a t e d  q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  
:tie a o r t i c  v a l v e  wae " n a t u r a l "  a t  autopsy,  and t h e  
iurniur a rose  f r om ",-egury i t a t  lor1 , t h rough  t h e  
~ u t -  i c u l a r  va l ves .  " I n  d i s m i s s i  rrg CoVr igan 's  paper,  
lope, showed t h a t  l ie had n o t  s t u d i e d  t h e  work 
:areFul  l y .  l l e  accused Co r r  l g a n  of: be1 ng unaware, n o t  
~ n l y  of: h i s  work, b u t  a l s o  o f  t t i a t  o f  Dr. E l  l i o t e o n ,  
rnd t.t i is i n  s p i t e  o f  ttre f a c t  C o r r i g a n  p a i d  t r i b u t e  
;o E l  1  i o t s o n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  m i  t r a l  r e g u r g i t a t i o n  by 
1s i ng h i s  te rm Pet-manent Pa tency.  
To r e t u r n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  c l a iman ts .  Cuming's paper,  
:hough remarkab le  f o r  i t s  t ime,  d i d  n o t  a t t r a c t  
i t t a r i t i o n ,  because, as i t s  vague t i t l e  shows, he 
i i m s e l f  had f a i l e d  t o  r e a l i s e  t h e  impor tance o f  what 
>e was d e s c r i b i n g .  
Ever1 i . F  k lodgkin tiad p r e s e n t e d  h i s  f a c t s  more 

z a r e f u l  l y ,  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  have t h e  
same knowledge o f  t t i e  d isease  as Co r r i gan ;  h i s  
-easoning was n o t  as s u c c i r i c t ,  arid h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  
+ere  n o t  as a c c u r a t e  o r  as d e t a i l e d .  I t  seems 
-easonable, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  C o r r i g a n ' s  name s h o u l d  be 
a t t ached  t o  a o r t i c  r e g u r g i t a t i o n .  
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One o f  t h e  f l r s t  t o  pass comment o n  Cot- r igan 's  paper 
was Robet-t Graves. Though he recogn i sed  t h e  
impor tance  o f  h i s  younger c o l l e a g u e ' s  paper,  he had 
soma r e s e r v a t i o n s .  P r e s e n t i n g  a  case w i t h  t h e  
c l i  n i c a l  man i .Fes ta t ions  O F  a o r t i c  r e g u r g i t a t i o n ,  b u t  
l a c k i n g  p a t h o l o g i c a l  ev idence,  he be1 i e v e d  h imse l f  
Just,i.Fied i n  s t a t 1  ng " t h a t  t t re symptoms wh i ch  a r e  
g i v e n  by Dr.  Cot- r igan,  as d i a g n o s t i c  o f  permanent 
pa tency  o f  t h e  a o r t i c  va l ves ,  a r e  ex t r eme l y  
u n c e r t a i n ,  and t h a t  he has e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  d i a g n o s t i c  
marks t o o  h a s t i l y . "  I-le added t h a t  i t  was n o t  h i s  
i n t e n t i o n  " i n  t h e  s l  i g t i t e s t  degree, t o  unde rva lue  h i s  
v e r y  i ngen ious  c o n t r i b u t i o r r ;  he has t r e a t e d  OF a  new 
and d i f f i c u l t  s u b j e c t ,  and h i s  essay i s  h i g h l y  
v a l u a b l e  f o r  i t s  a b l e  and w e l l  d i g e s t e d  p r a c t i c a l  
remarks." ( 15 )  

I n  P a r i s ,  t t re c e l e b r a t e d  Flndral ,  spoke h i g h l y  o f  t h e  
yourig I r i s h m a n ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n :  " t o  Dr. C o r r i g a n  o f  
Dub1 i n  we a r e  i n  t h e  F i r s t  i r i s ta r i ce  i n d e b t e d  f o r  a  
knowledge o f  t h i s  s t r u c t u r a l  anomaly." ( 16 )  

The f i r s t  paper  t o  use  t h e  eponymous a p p e l l a t i o n  was 
t h e  F rench  j o u r n a l  La Lat ice t te  F r a n c a i s e .  G a z e t t e  des 



l lopi  taux (17), which published a case report of 
M a l a d i e  de Cart-igarr in 1839. The report concluded: 
"it is on tt~ese united signs that we base our 
diagnosis and we believe we can affirm that this man 
has Corr igan' s Disease. " 
Armand Trousseau used the term M a l a d i e  de Cor r - igan  

for- both aortic reyurgi tation and Corrigan' s 
description of 'cirrhosis of the lung' (10). 
The eponym C o r r i g a n ' s  D isease  was popular at first, 
but then Corrigan's name was applied to the pulse, 
and C o r r i g a n ' s  P u l s e  became the more popular term. 
Towards the end of the nineteenth century C o r r i g a n ' s  
P u l s e  was being 1 ikened to the popular Victorian toy, 
the water-hammer. Not only were the two descriptioris 
used synonymous1 y, but Cot-t-igan was actual 1 y credited 
wit11 coining the term. Thus, Clifford Albutt wt-ote in 
1909: " T ~ R  character of the pulse is well known. The 
giCted physician to whom we owe most of our knowledge 
of this subject has given a memorable description 0.f 
it. Corrigan compared it to the water-hammer..."(l9). 
George Dock has researched this historical error, 

and stiown ttiat the pulse of aortic regurgi tation was 
1 ikened to the water-hammer as early as 1840 by 
Tl-iomas Watson (20) . 

( CONCLUSIONS 

0 review o+ the literature shows that the eponym 
Cot - I - igan 's  IJisease was read1 1 y accepted and is ful ly 
.justi f Led. tlowever, Corr igan'a papet- wlii le depicting 
clearly the vlsi ble carotid pulsation 06 aortic 
regut-gi tatlon, does not emptlasise the palpatory 
chat-acter istics of the pulse, and the eponym 
C O P - r i g a n ' s  P u l s e  should, therefore, be reserved +or 
ttre vie1 ble carotid pulsation. 
The term "water--hammer pulse" was not used by 

Corvigan, and as most contemporary cl inicians and 
i t  students are unlikely to be familiar with the 
palpatory sensation of a water-hammer, the term 
slioul d rro loriger ,be used. 
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